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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

           DUES ARE DUE!

Annual dues for 2008 are due are $25, additional family member dues are $12.50, and for $500, you can be a life‑time member. Please make your checks payable to HTMC and mail in the enclosed envelop or to HTMC, PO Box 2238, Honolulu, HI 96804. Please be sure to update your address and phone number. We are also asking you to provide a cell phone number if you have one. Cell phones provide us with an important method of contacting lost or injured hikers. We also ask that you provide emergency contact information. Renewals are due by March 1, 2008. The annual membership phone directory will be mailed with the second quarter (April) newsletter. If you would prefer your phone number not to be listed, please check the box on your renewal envelope or email the membership committee at htmcmembership@yahoo.com

RIBBONS ON THE TRAIL
              ----------PRESIDENT’S UPDATE

                                                Tom Mendez

In the July newsletter we talked about how we use ribbons to keep us on track during a hike.  We asked ourselves whether as a club we had the right “ribbons” in place to keep HTMC on track and prepared to thrive into the future in our ever-changing environment.  Looking back over the past year I am happy to say that your board and the HTMC committees have done much to expand on the things we do well and have participated in activities that have increased community awareness of the value HTMC provides to our members and the community. 

During the summer and early fall, the Schedule and Trails committees reviewed their procedures to see how their planning affected hiker turnout.  They reviewed statistics on the number of public versus members-only hikes and reevaluated the reasons for designating a hike as members-only.  Then they reviewed all the hikes to determine if the hikes were properly designated.  As a result, seven hikes were changed from members-only to public and they plan to schedule more members-only hikes on a Saturday with a public hike on the following day.  The committee also intends to make hike write-ups more informative so that hikers can better determine whether hikes are a good match with their abilities.

Committee members are especially pleased with the final satisfactory resolution of the long process to obtain permission to hike on Castle Trail.  Also good news was the re-opening of access to the Poamoho Trail.  After years of lobbying by folks like Fred Boll and others, our legislators, the DLNR, the landowner, and the military collaborated to devise an access route acceptable to all.   HTMC volunteers helped with the roadway fence and on June 2, 2007 we were there to help celebrate the blessing of the re-opened trail.

Soon after our annual meeting, the board appointed Mike Algiers as project manager for our Clubhouse Renovation.  To make way for construction, he had the clubhouse first floor cleaned out and moved tool room items to a temporary storage area under the hau arbor.  Mike will tell you that in spite of his persistence in working with the architect and the contractor, the Building Department continues to step through the permitting process at a snail’s pace.   They have made it clear that our renovation is being treated as a commercial project requiring much more in formal plans and engineering.  This means more work for the architect, further delay, and some risk to our approved budget.

Mike Algiers is also the interim boss of our Trail Maintenance crew.  He and several others have come forward to try to fill the shoes of the real boss, Mabel Kekina, while she is convalescing from her lung surgery.  This gang does a tremendous job of keeping trails open and is anxious for Mabel to be back on the trail. 

While waiting for construction, we continued to use the clubhouse on a month to month basis.  Members have sponsored meetings and parties and in November, we held a clubhouse cleanup day.  One of our residents, Ted has left us, but Louise Hobday (Ellie) is holding down the fort as long as she can.  Also during the past few months, the Entertainment Committee has held two potluck-slideshow events at the clubhouse and an informal picnic-movie night.

Does HTMC need financial “ribbons”?  You bet!  Even as a non-profit, there are some things we must do to satisfy ever-changing regulations and to insure that we are making the best use of club assets.  Your board plans to begin the new year reporting expenses against a budget and we are looking for an auditor to review our financial affairs.  In spite of much volatility in the stock market, our Investment Committee reports that our portfolio continues to experience healthy growth.

This past year the board considered ways we could expand community awareness of HTMC’s mission and ways to grow our “good guy” image in the community.  Here are a few examples of our efforts:

In early 2007 HTMC made a contribution from our preservation fund to the Trust for Public Land.  With participation by government and other major donors, the Trust was able to broker two major land acquisitions on Oahu that will forever preserve land for hiking and other outdoor activities.  On December 8, 2007 HTMC was invited to attend the blessing of 1,129 acres of Pupukea-Paumalu land that has been acquired by the Trust and will likely become a state park.  In similar fashion, the Trust assisted the state in purchasing from the Damon estate heirs 3,716 acres in Moanalua Valley.  Through our Na Ala Hele representatives, HTMC has participated in the planning that will help the DLNR manage the valley as a hiking and cultural resource.

On October 12-13, 2007 the Windward Community College organized a senior's health fair called Boomers and Beyond Expo.  HTMC volunteer Bob Moore with the help of board member Ellyn Tong put together a table top display for our booth at the expo.  Bob and other HTMC members manned the booth while John Hall and yours truly participated in a discussion panel promoting hiking as a healthful activity for seniors.  We were there along with the major Hawaii healthcare organizations and providers of activities for seniors.  Our participation was included in a spot on Olelo that viewed in December.

Lastly, the Star Bulletin’s Sunday, November 11 travel section featured a full page article highlighted by a large color photo of our hikers and the ocean view from the Puu Manamana trail.  Met Lebar provided the high resolution photo and the writer interviewed me as a lead-in to publicizing HTMC’s objectives and activities.  Her article promoted the hiking on our current hike schedule as a leisure activity “right in our own backyard”.

The board invites your feedback and maybe some of your time to help us keep the right ribbons on our trail.   

 HIKING CASTLE AGAIN!

                        Patrick Rorie and Stuart Ball

On Sunday, December 2, 2007, 22 years since HTMC last hiked the Castle Trail, 32  members assembled in a meadow in Punalu’u Valley with the intent of experiencing “the finest hike on the island,” and in the process, turn the page in the Castle Trail history from

kapu (keep out) to komo mai (come on in). Thanks to Curt Cottrell of the State DLNR and Steve Brown, HTMC schedule committee chair, persistent negotiations with Kamehameha Schools/Bishop Estate land managers have yielded an access agreement. But would the event happen?  The weather forecast called for cloudy conditions with numerous showers throughout the day.

Following a brief spiel by coordinator Stuart Ball, emphasizing a 1:30 pm turn‑around time and a “be back” time of 5:00 pm, the gang headed mauka deeper into the valley at 8:15 am on a dirt/gravel road. We were bound for the trailhead, undaunted by the weather report and ominous skies above the Ko’olau Mountain Range. Barney Griggs, Stephen Haus and Brian Hill led the way, with the goal of reaching the Ko’olau Summit at the junction with the Ko’olau Summit Trail (KST).

Once on the trail itself (a 6 mile ridge‑ contour) the hikers endured a steady climb through a eucalyptus/guava forest to a more open section of koa and kukui and in and out of 3 small gulches. Next came the wonderful switchbacks which climb the steep west wall of Punalu’u Valley and offer spectacular views of the valley floor, Pu’u Piei, Pu’u Ohulehule and part of the Ko’olau Range in the distance. Due to rains the previous day, even the waterfall below the notch was flowing.

Near the waterfall notch at the top of the switchbacks, the route transitions to a beautiful hanging valley and a winding, babbling brook called Kaluanui. While making their way through the valley a short distance from the stream, a medium sized black wild boar appeared on the trail and ran toward the leading threesome! After the trio forded Kaluanui Stream and contoured up and out of the valley, they inadvertently climbed to the top of a prominent pu’u because a pink ribbon was stretched across the Castle Trail. When Patrick Rorie and Jane Ebert arrived at the spot, Jane removed the ribbon and the two of them (soon to be joined by Janice Nako‑ Piburn) continued mauka toward the summit. 

The footing up to this point had ranged from excellent to very rough, and the trail width from superhighway to narrow gauge. In several places the path has completely washed away requiring some scrambling. On the long switchback, the hikers also had to cross a slippery waterfall notch and several small landslides. They had to watch their step constantly in the difficult areas and couldn’t look and hike at the same time. At a place where Patrick could see the trio which had gone wrong, he yelled and waved for Barney, Stephen and Brian to follow his group, which they did. Rorie also paused to take in the superb vista of Hau’ula, featuring three beautiful white sand beaches along the windward coast. The three men rendezvoused with Patrick, Jane and Janice at an overlook of a lovely bridal veil waterfall which feeds Kaluanui Stream, and, soon after, George Privon, Cheryl Batangan and Kristin Chiboucas joined the group.

After enjoying the view, having a snack, hydrating and snapping photos for 15 minutes, the gang continued toward the summit. By now the clouds had lifted and the 9 hikers enjoyed sunshine and excellent visibility, as well as a good southerly breeze.  Parts of the trail beyond the overlook were overgrown and hard to find but Barney, Brian, Stephen and Patrick worked together, taking turns in the ram‑rod position. All nine had to endure shin-deep mud holes. Eventually, their final destination came into view, a prominent summit pu'u with a sheer windward pali. The pu'u gradually increased in size until the Castle Trail contoured at its base and connected to the KST. Persistence paid off for the gang as they reached the top of the Castle Trail and the junction with the KST at 12:45 pm (approximate .elevation 2800 feet at a metal stake.) 

A well deserved lunch break and more photo taking ensued at the clearing, a socked in Mount Ka’ala visible in the distance. Then Pat Rooney arrived and took a group photo. Prior to the turn-around time, all but Rorie and Rooney had commenced the return leg. Suddenly Ted Harris, Phillip Robbins and Jennie Chadbourne emerged from the mud and uluhe, making a grand total of 13 those who had summitted or “the dirty bakers dozen” At 1:45 pm, Rorie was the last to depart the KST. During the return leg, he periodically tied red ribbon to tree limbs to mark the route. 

What happened to the other 19 hikers? Many stopped at Kaluanui Stream while the rest turned back after taking pleasure from the waterfall overlook. As the final half dozen participants descended the switchbacks, a steady rain began to fall, and the last hikers reached the meadow where it all began at 5:45 pm. Those that remained took cover under an open shelter consuming banana bread and chips. Everyone agreed that the event was a major success.

The Castle summit is a special place, true wilderness and one of the most remote spots on O’ahu. It is usually fogged in, giving it an eerie feeling, but not on this day. The sunshine and the ability to see for miles around gave the region a warm friendly atmosphere. The hikers had penetrated deep into the Ko’olau rain forest, dominated by native flora, such as tall pritchardia (better know as loulu palms), “quaking” lapalapa and stately ohia lehua.  Hopefully, the land managers at Bishop Estate will allow HTMC to return next year for another chance to experience “the finest hike on the island.”

View Pat Rooney’s photos of the outing at:

http://wubbawubbawubba.com/photojournal/2007/071202‑castletrail/slides/

[Editor’s note – Castle Trail is not open to the public.  HTMC has obtained permission to conduct a limited number of events during a one year period.  Anyone attempting to hike the trail at some other time will be trespassing, and may jeopardize the club’s access to the trail.]


HTMC T‑SHIRTS

                                                    Joyce Oka

We still have a supply of the last printing of HTMC t‑shirts.  Joyce has ten t‑shirts, three size medium, seven extra large, unisex, in various colors, mostly Christmas green.  Call me at 674‑1459 or e‑mail me at Joka2001@earthlink.net to get yours.  Each shirt is $10 and all funds go into the club kitty. 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

ALONG THE TRAIL is a quarterly publication of the Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club designed to inform the membership of club activities and matters of interest to the hiking community. HTMC members and any other interested parties are welcome to submit articles to ALONG THE TRAIL. Submissions must be received by the 5th day of March, June, September, and December in order to appear in the newsletter published for the quarter, and may be sent in any of the following ways (email preferred):

email:
richard27@hawaii.rr.com

FAX:
293-2554
Phone:
293-2554

Mail:
Richard McMahon


57-531 Kamehameha Hwy


Kahuku, HI 96731

CHECK OUT THE HTMC WEB PAGE

[http://htmclub.org]

MOVING? Our low-cost newsletter mailings are not forwarded by the post office, so don’t forget to send us your new address. Address changes can be emailed to htmcmembership@yahoo.com or sent by regular mail to HTMC, PO Box 2238,Honolulu, HI 96804
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Hawaiian Trail & Mountain Club

P.O. Box 2238

Honolulu, HI 96804

Clubhouse: 41-023 Puuone St

Waimanalo, HI 96795

Phone: 259-5443
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