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IN  MEMORIAM
Some of you may remember Dorothea  Harms, a German post-doc at UH who became a part of the HTMC family in the early 1970s, and who was an avid hiker every Sunday. Recently, Bev and Jim Yuen received a letter from her husband, Karl-Hermann Harms, that Dorothea passed away on Sept 27, 2009. Bev would like to share  these memories of Dorothea from a letter she wrote to Karl-Hermann.

We will always remember Dorothea as the joyous friend who loved the mountains and the people here in Hawaii. I cherish the memories of the hikes we took every Sunday with the Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club during the time that Dorothea lived here.

We hiked every Sunday, rain or shine. We were always soaked with sweat and got covered with mud as we trekked to the summits and came back exhausted at the end of the day but feeling so refreshed from the mountains. We backpacked to many places on the other islands that many people have never even been to.

I think one of my fondest memories is of Christmas time, the first year that both Dorothea and I were here in Hawaii. This was the first Christmas away from home and family for both of us. We put up a Christmas tree in her apartment, then she showed several of us how to make star decorations out of straw for ornaments. We then lit the real candles on the tree. (Dorothea had brought them with her from Germany.) What a memorable sight. For Christmas Day, we invited several other hikers who were new to Hawaii to share Christmas with us. We cooked a dinner and had a wonderful evening eating and singing. So, thanks to her, Christmas was a fun way to share and not be lonely. I still have some of the straw stars that we made and, believe it or not, we still hang them up every Christmas. I also have a few of the candle holders also.

RIBBONS ON THE TRAIL
JANUARY 2010
Tom Mendes, President

Having survived the holidays, HTMC members can now look forward to one of the most exciting years in our club's history.  April 5, 2010 marks the date one hundred years to the day since our founding fathers incorporated the Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club.  While you can find our early and more recent history on our website, in our centennial calendar and in other publications, it is very much alive in the minds of our many kupunas.  Much effort has been expended to prepare for this recognition of our 100 years of hiking in Hawaii.  And there are many who will share in our excitement.  So, let the celebration begin!     

Our year will truly be history-making and we will all be a part of that history.  Many of us were lucky enough to have been a part of the last 100 HTMC years and hopefully many more will witness the next 100.  As different as this next period will be (or not) we can trust that our common interest in preserving Hawaii's outdoor resources and our camaraderie toward that end will keep us on the trail.

Here are the some of the more newsworthy items in our HTMC world since our last newsletter.

New Members:
In  the past three months HTMC has welcomed the following new members:

	Scott Hoffman

	Chris Paredes

	Michelle Tucker
	Doyle Moeller

	John Braum
	Enricky Kennedy

	Mel Buenaventura
	Diane Jennerich

	Leanne Sims
	Wendy Hayden

	Elle Wang
	Harrison Hoe

	Amanda Paredes
	Evangeline Kennedy

	Maria Massar
	David Walker

	Gail Ashbrener
	Kimi Kim

	Drew Erickson
	Tricia Higa

	
	


These members bring our membership to 483.

Centennial:
Here is a list of the key activities planned for 2010:

>Media blitz and centennial exhibit (TV, newspaper, and magazine opportunities) throughout the year.
>Declaration of HTMC day by governor's office with legislative resolutions by the House and Senate.

>Our annual meeting on April 4 (one day before our April 5 day of incorporation).

>Centennial Luau on May 8 at the Waimanalo Hawaiian Homestead Community Center.
>100 Mile Hiking Award
>Special 2010 "Hiking in Hawaii" calendar.

>Approval expected in January for clubhouse Historical Designation. 

 

Invitations have been sent to special guests, and members need to contact Carole Moon to reserve their place at the luau.  Don't wait until the last minute as Carole and her committee need to plan far in advance.  Special HTMC 100 year calendars are still available, so contact Ralph Valentino (864-8130, ralphfvalentino@gmail.com) or any of the board members to purchase more.

The board has approved a nominal grant from our Preservation Fund to Nathan Yuen for creating a centennial exhibit to be placed in a public venue.  Stay tuned to our HTMC list for times and locations.  

Trail Access:

In our last newsletter we talked about a potential threat to trail access stemming from confrontations between hunting dogs and pet dogs on the trail.  We were concerned that safety issues raised by hikers with dogs would have resulted in enforcing hunt only or hike only days that would limit continuous access to hiking trails.  As it turns out the DLNR will report to the legislature that our discussion group recommended better enforcement of the hunting and leash laws, better signage on the trail and warnings in hike descriptions on the internet where hunting and hiking occur on the same trails.  The group also recommended that the DLNR develop better ways for trail users to report incidents that threaten hiker safety.

Other News:

Ralph Valentino has been appointed by the Board to fill the seat vacated by Mike Algiers.  Ralph will serve until April 2010 when the membership votes for someone to fill the remainder of Mike's term.

The following members have agreed to serve on a by-laws review committee to review currently proposed amendments: Gay Conklin, Bill Gorst, Wil Kawano, Larry Lee, Richard Nettell, and yours truly.  

Brian Fagan is again convening a nominating committee to find candidates willing to serve the club in various roles including board seats and committee roles.  Please give him and his committee your consideration if called upon.

The University is interested in the locations of wild bee hives for research.  If you know of any, please contact Bill Gorst at 235-2346.  He can put you in touch with the right person.
The board is considering a proposal for membership approval to continue contributions to our clubhouse replacement fund or a capital improvement fund.

Standing Rules Change:

The board approved adopting the "trial period" Clubhouse use rates for an indefinite period.  These current rates can be seen on the HTMC website and will remain in effect until the next review (typically done each year). 

 

Until next time, follow the (right) ribbons!

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2010!
It’s time to pay our dues! Please assist our accounting folks by mailing your renewal early. Annual dues are $25, additional family member dues are $12.50, and for $500, you can be a life time member. Please make your checks payable to HTMC and mail to HTMC, PO Box 2238, Honolulu, HI 96804, using the insert included in this newsletter. Renewals are due by March 1, 2010.

Family dues is a way for existing club members of the same household to pay discounted dues.  For those paying family dues, only one schedule and newsletter is mailed per household. As a reminder, new member applicants always require an application and completion of three club hikes. Family dues apply for those who have gone through the new member application process. 

The club is exploring adding an option for on-line renewals via PayPal. We will use the HTMC website and yahoo groups email to announce details if this option if implemented for 2010.  For any membership questions, please contact Thea Ferentinos at 375-0384. 

A BUCK A YEAR

Help us celebrate HTMC’s 100th Birthday.

If HTMC has been good for you, how about donating one dollar for each year that you’ve been a member? Better yet, how about a nice $100 donation to celebrate HTMC’s centennial?

Your donation to the HTMC Endowment Fund will provide us with the means to keep the club thriving and growing into the next 100 years. The Endowment will provide us the ability to expand our member benefits, help preserve our trails,  enhance our clubhouse and facilities and ensure the club’s thriving future.

So, how about it? Has HTMC given you great hikes, great friends, great memories? It’s about time to give something back.

Send a check to “The Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club” and don’t forget to mark it “Endowment Fund Donation”.  Or just give the check to the hike coordinator on your next hike with us.

The Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club

P. O. Box 2238

Honolulu, HI 96804

ANNIVERARY CALENDARS
The HTMC Centennial Calendar would be a great Christmas or New Year gift for family and friends. Reproduced below are two letters to club president Tom Mendes from club members Brenda Cowan and Richard McMahon describing their views after purchasing one.

Hi Tom and Ralph,

I bought one of the HTMC calendars from Laura yesterday.  I get so many free calendars I bought it mainly to support HTMC and all of you who put in the hard work.  However, this morning I read every word on my calendar and wanted to tell you how impressed I am.  It is a beautiful representation of our club.  The scenery photos were of course awesome but I most appreciated all the pictures and the information and accomplishments of members past, as well as present.  Oh, and the hiking information provided throughout was perfect as well.  I like the calendar so much I've asked Laura to reserve 6 more for me.  So thank you Ralph and Nathan.  I like that the two of you on the calendar committee and those who provided photos were recognized on the calendar.  However I imagine that many others assisted in various ways, so Tom please pass on my gratitude to all involved.





Brenda

Tom,

Our Calendar Committee, Nathan and Ralph, have done a fantastic job producing the Centennial Calendar. The excellent photography and the fascinating history write-ups make it a unique club memento which every member will want to own. As a life-long “collector,” I have no doubt that the calendar will become a collector’s item, and am purchasing additional copies to set aside for the future. Others may want to do the same before they are sold out.





Richard 

HTMC's anniversary calendars are available to purchase in a variety of ways---

The following folks have calendars for sale:  Tom Mendes, Laura Owens, Ralph Valentino, Nathan Yuen, and Thea Ferentinos.  Thea and Laura will try to hit many of the Sunday hikes, and Tom the Wednesday hikes, for sale at these locations. 

Cost of calendars is $5 for the first one, and $4 for each additional. You can order a two-pack to be mailed to you, either from Ralph or via our website for $10.00 plus a $5.00 shipping and postage charge. Add $5.00 for each additional calendar. Ralph can be contacted at

            Ralph Valentino         

            864-8130

            ralphfvalentino@gmail.com
Thea’s email is: thea@hawaii.rr.com
Remember—HTMC calendars are a great Christmas gift for family and friends!

More information about the calendar and centennial events is on the club's website at http://htmclub.org/
HTMC CENTENNIAL LUAU
Carole Moon
Invitations for the centennial luau have been sent to special guests and members need to fill out the reservation forms to reserve a space for yourself and a guest, if preferred.  Mail it to me, along with your check as soon as you can because I would like to give the caterers a head count by January 2010.  Advance planning is very important in this instance.  A copy of the centennial luau invitation has been inserted in the newsletter for your convenience.  Mahalo!

CENTENNIAL 100 MILE AWARD
Steve Brown

Many hikers have already picked up their scorecard from the coordinators, or have gotten it from our website.  Although the award will only be given to club members, if a hiker becomes a club member by the end of calendar year 2010, he or she will be eligible to receive the award.  It’s not necessary to wait until you’ve completed your 3 hikes & had your membership approved by the board to begin ticking off those hikes.  

Be sure to sign our usual waiver form to qualify for a particular hike. We may check with the coordinator to make sure you completed the hike, so no cheating!!!

Those who complete a total of 100 miles or more during the year will receive a nifty award, and will have their name published in the newsletter.

The qualifying hikes total more than 300 miles, so it should be easy to accumulate enough mileage, even if you can't make some of the hikes.

Note that we have already had to make some changes to the hikes which appear on the scorecard and the centennial calendar.  However, the hikes which appear in the schedule with the 100-Mi coding are eligible to count towards your total miles.

CALENDAR PERSONALITY

John Hall

If I’m not mistaken, the lead hiker in the small picture at the top of the July page of our centennial calendar is George Rothschild.  Probably few other members of the Club remember George, but he was one of the notable Club Characters of the 1960's. Not that we have ever been short of those! 

George was Belgian, an old bachelor, with a touch of Europe in his speech and a bit of Old World courtliness in his manner. He had spent many years in the Belgian Congo, I think, before he retired to Hawai’i, but never talked about what he had done or seen there. George always wore shorts, or maybe knickers on occasion, with knee-length sox, and carried a cane. I vaguely associate him with a pith helmet, but that may be because it seemed in character, and it looks like he is wearing a terrycloth white hat in the photo. 

What most amused us about George, however, was his habit of carrying a canteen full of tea laced with rum. He also brought along those little collapsible conical paper cups that used to come with water coolers. 


 When the group stopped for lunch or a break, George would pick out one or two of the younger women and offer them a cup of his tea and rum. But it was a rare day indeed that any of the males in the group were so privileged!

HIKING SCHOFIELD-WAIKANE
Grace Gabriel Yu-Cua

The alarm comes alive at 7am on a Sunday morning.  I pull away from my dreams and strongly consider going back to sleep, staring at the ceiling to stop my eyes from closing.  I decide that a better adventure is to be had if I wake up.  I drop my left leg on the side of the bed; follow it with my right, which helps lift my body upright.  I probably look like a zombie but it gets the job done – I’m up.

Moving slowly around the house, I get my food and my gear ready, making sure that I have enough water for the day ahead.  

I hop on my car and drive out.  The sun starts to kiss my skin and the glorious blue sky unfolds before me.  I eat my sandwich and drink my coffee.

The Schofield-Waikane trail starts out from the end of California Avenue in Wahiawa and ends on a ridge overlooking Kahana.  Because I live in Mililani, the trail location is a treat and allows me to sleep an hour more than other trailhead locations.  The trail length of 14 miles will be a feat.  

I pull into the street at the end of which is the trailhead.  Fellow hikers who have arrived earlier are either by their car lacing up their boots and donning their backpacks; or walking to the trailhead; or already at the trailhead in various clumps waiting for the hike coordinator to arrive.

I park and set out to do the same.  The mud from the last hike uncakes from my boots as I walk from my car to the trailhead.  

The hike coordinator arrives and gathers everybody.  He starts his spiel, telling us about significant points in the trail and its associated dangers.  He concludes with “You are responsible for yourself and you can die today.”  So far, I have not seen anybody turn around and go back to their cars at the end of this spiel.  I always wonder at the psychology of this.

We start off into the woods where the sun tries to pierce through the canopy of leaves and makes the forest floor look like a kaleidoscope of light.  I fall into step with my hiking buddies.  

We come out of the woods into a 2 mile road walk.  The road walk adds 4 miles to the official 9 mile trail.  Hikers usually complain about road walks but I usually appreciate it.  After sitting in my cubicle the whole week, the road walk allows my body to physically acclimate before the mountain ascent.  The clouds favor the hikers today and hide the sun, which made for pleasant weather.  

We reach the start of the official trail and the 5 mile trek to the summit begins.  The city of Wahiawa slowly disappears behind us as the mountains start to envelop us.  The fresh mountain air becomes a delight to breathe in and out.  This particular trail is fairly graded and made for quite easy ascents and descents.  My biggest challenge is a result of the decision to wear the hiking shorts that I recently got for my birthday.  The trail got overgrown pretty early and the foliage cut and sliced my legs for the remainder of the hike, AND back.  They were pretty raw at the end.

Despite this minor sorrow, I start to enjoy various things on the trail.  We pass various scenic points.  I see interesting plants, some indigenous and only seen in the mountains.  Beautiful flowers act like carrots suspended over a tired donkey, enticing my tired legs to hurry up and check them out.  Moss, heavy with beads of dew, look like sparkling green chandelier as it catches the light of the sun.  I am constantly amused by bugs that scurry out of the way on the trail floor.  Some peek at me from the bushes and then dart inside as I come nearer.  On occasion, they pose and let me capture them on film, one eye looking at me unwaveringly and another eye pointed at where they will hop to with one wrong move from me.  Most especially, I enjoy the camaraderie of my hiking buddies who, after so many shared miles of grunts and stories, become my fast friends.

I try to capture all of this on film – I try to stitch scenic points into panoramas, I try to frame plants and flowers, I try to chase bugs, I try to capture hikers as they experience the trail, but the resulting image always fails to represent the experience when I witness them.  

We trudge slowly, making sure to avoid false floors that are actually vegetation covering a trail edge hovering over 80 feet of nothing.  We slip and slide on occasion when our foot falls on gnarly roots.  We consciously limit our fall to within the trail width of a foot and a half.  So far this mind strategy has worked.  

Finally, we reach the end of the trail where a magnificent view awaits and never ceases to amaze.  We see the mountain ridges behind Kahana and Kaaawa – Puu O Kila (the ridge we summitted on the prior week’s hike), Puu Manamana, Puu Ohulehule, Puu Kaau Makua.  Kahana Valley on the left and Waikane Valley on the right reveal the ocean beyond, adding more color to the already picturesque scenery before us.  Behind us roll the mountains that we traversed, which are a part of the Koolau mountain range.

I feel the limit of my significance in the midst of the immensity of the scenery surrounding me.  A peace settles within my soul and I start to feel the spirit of the mountains, the trees, the wind, and my fellow hikers.  It’s an uncanny feeling and there are the words that I can so far sputter out to describe it.

We huddle together and eat our lunch whilst enjoying the scenery before us.  I try to imprint as much of this experience into my brain.

The lunch and break rewards us with a second wind.  With gravity more in our favor, the 5-mile hike back to the road walk is usually faster and easier.  Although we traverse the same trail, the experience of the trail hiking in is different from the experience of the trail hiking out.  Without the pressure of reaching the summit within the time limit, I notice more plants and flowers and bugs as I hike out.  

A group is usually gathered at the trailhead where we return.  We share drinks and hiking stories and greet other groups of people that the trail attracted that day.  It was a great hiking day.  

Remembering the hiking coordinator’s spiel this morning, I realize – I could have died any other day through any other way but at least with the decision to hike Schofield-Waikane, I had this story to tell in the after-life.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

ALONG THE TRAIL is a quarterly publication of the Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club designed to inform the membership of club activities and matters of interest to the hiking community. HTMC members and any other interested parties are welcome to submit articles to ALONG THE TRAIL. Submissions must be received by the 5th day of March, June, September, and December in order to appear in the newsletter published for the following quarter, and may be sent in any of the following ways (email preferred):

email:
richard27@hawaii.rr.com

Phone:
293-2554

Mail:
Richard McMahon


57-531 Kamehameha Hwy


Kahuku, HI 96731

CHECK OUT THE HTMC WEB PAGE

[http://htmclub.org]

MOVING? Our low-cost newsletter mailings are not forwarded by the post office, so don’t forget to send us your new address. Address changes can be emailed to htmcmembership@yahoo.com or sent by regular mail to HTMC, PO Box 2238,Honolulu, HI 96804


+ + + + +

Hawaiian Trail & Mountain Club

P.O. Box 2238

Honolulu, HI 96804

Clubhouse: 41-023 Puuone St

Waimanalo, HI 96795

Phone: 259-5443
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