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Our centennial celebration continues with much reference to HTMC in the media.  Nathan Yuen's exhibit at the Hamilton Library generated follow-up articles in our newspaper and local magazines and inquiries from others promise much more before the year is up.  Look for something in the Hawaiian Airlines Pau Hana magazine in December.

Board News:

Here are some of the items highlighting the Board's activities since our last newsletter.  

After discussing proposals presented by Wil Kawano and Peter Kempf, Board members approved renaming the Clubhouse Replacement Fund to Capital Improvement Reserve Fund and agreed to transfer $500 each month into that fund (now a Fidelity investment account).  This sets up a means of financing any major expenses associated with the preservation of our clubhouse property.   The amount of the monthly contribution can be reviewed at any time and kept consistent with the fiscal health of the club.

Board member Bob Brumblay reported that the by-laws review committee had been set up with Richard Nettell and Jay Feldman as co-chairs.  Bob will report on the committee's progress and see that their recommendations are reviewed by the board and published prior to our next annual meeting.

On fiscal matters, member Wing Ng has agreed to review our 2008 and 2009 financial records to meet our audit requirements.  With everyone trying to climb out of a recession, both the Feds and the state tax people have rattled our cages looking for revenue opportunities.  As a non-profit we now must be sure to file a federal information return (which we do) and also a General Excise Tax return even if we don't have taxable income.   Locally, property tax for non-profits like ourselves went from $100 to $300.  I suppose that is good news given the possibilities, but in this economic environment, we must be quite nimble to keep dodging all the gremlins out there. 

Our clubhouse is now an internet hot spot for use by our members with portable computers.  Thanks to Jim Yuen, who installed an "open-mesh" device in the building, members can now connect to the internet using a password (located on the device on the second floor).  Range of the hot spot is limited and members need to make appropriate use of the service for it to safely continue.

New Members:
Since our last newsletter HTMC has welcomed the following new members:

	Lori Auhil
	Lorelei Mindoro

	Tsu-Yin Chen
	Loredo Muredo

	Anne Chung
	Brien Priess

	Gaye Dunphy
	Wayne Williamson

	Betsy Fisher
	William Yates

	Eddie Jongolneed
	Eileen Yoshimoto

	Noel Kent
	Shigeru Yoshimoto

	Ilima Kim
	

	
	


Our membership is now close to 480.

 

Other News:  

US Army Environmental Division

In our last newsletter we reported receiving a draft plan from the Army's Environmental Group that listed their environmental projects affecting broad sections of the Waianae and Koolau Ranges.  After voicing our concerns that their efforts, especially fence building, would deter hiking on many of our traditional trails, they sent us a revised draft offering to include HTMC in their planning process.

While we support the Army's efforts to protect our cherished native plants, snails, and birds, we also believe that continued use of trails by responsible groups like ourselves, further promotes the appreciation and preservation of our fragile wild lands.  As you realize, the Army has the need to balance their continued use of Makua and other Oahu training areas with environmental efforts like these. 

Honouliuli Preserve Update

In July, a few board members joined Charlotte Yamane and Perry Barker in a "talk story" Honouliuli hike with Ryan Peralta and previous TNC staffers Stephanie Jefts and Lynnette Williams.  Ryan is now the DLNR's head forester for Oahu who will have authority over Honouliuli when it formally becomes a state forest reserve.  Charlotte, Perry, Stephanie, and Lynette are now volunteers who weekly help to control invasive plants in the preserve and check the ungulate fences put up by the Army Environmental group in Honouliuli.  

 

We learned that the preserve lands are now held by the state's land division and it will be awhile before they are transferred to the Forestry and Wildlife Division.  Planned public access is through ranchland much south of the old Del Monte pineapple fields and across the golf course on Kunia Road.  Those old Del Monte fields mauka of the old Nature Conservancy field office are now owned by Actus Lend Lease, the Army's privatized land management group.  That means that access to trailheads Pukeawe, Kalua'a, Kanehoa, and Puu Kaua that cross the contour trail are via Army land.  Some of that land is leased to Monsanto, but trail access there is limited to DLNR's management rights of way.  For the most part it is a wait and see matter.  When the "mountain" becomes Forestry land, we might consider approaching the Army for access to our familiar Kunia trailheads.

Until then, if you want to visit Honouliuli, volunteer with Charlotte and Perry on Thursdays.  Theirs is the only group "authorized" by DLNR and the Army to get on the old trails via the old access routes

Until next time, hike safely and follow the (right) ribbons!

TRUE MANAMANA CONQUERED !

Peter Clines

The 2010 calendar is really a thing of beauty, but there is outdated information that I would like to see corrected.  On the last page (bottom flap of Club Facts & Trivia) it reads, "Pete Clines has also attempted this climb to True Manamana but fell short of the summit.  As far as we know, no one has conquered the summit of True Manamana."  I am pleased to report that these statements are no longer accurate, as two HTMC members had lunch there this past Saturday!
With an EARLY 6:30am meeting time, Laredo (Rainbowman) Muredo, Nathan Yuen, Chris Cheng, and I prepared for a long day of adventure.  By 6:50am we were 
leaving the cars (by Kahana Bay) and were heading for the "Cemetery Route" up the Manamana club hike.  Clouds and on-and-off rain throughout the day meant the ground would be muddy and slick for the duration.

A little before 9am we reached Turnover at about 2000ft and had a short break. The club route would reverse direction here, and loop around towards the coast and "Crouching Lion."  But for us, the direction was to continue further inland towards the peak known as "True Manamana."  Immediately after leaving the cut trail at Turnover, that would normally mean a tiresome battle through dense jungle, hidden drop-offs, and painfully slow progress just to get to a point at 1900ft where the ridge narrows and drops all at once, thus providing killer views of True Manamana, Kualoa Ranch, Ohulehule, etc.  But on this day we did it with relative ease.  The reason: last Sunday, June 27th, Chris and I had come up here with August Smith and Tricia Higa and we had made the 1900ft viewpoint our goal.  (I discovered this spot in 2003.)  

With machetes, loppers, and handsaws, we had opened a safe route that would turn a 2 hour+ bushwhack into a 25 minute stroll.  So, this Saturday, we were at the 1900ft viewpoint before 9:30am - lots of time for a summit attempt.  (In 2003, Brian Baugh and I did not even leave the cars until 10am, making a summit attempt impractical if not foolish.)

Nate's plan was to take photos of the summit and our adventure and perhaps continue a little further along the ridge - hopefully we will see a write-up from his perspective?  Chris had planned to attempt the summit climb with us, and his fitness level was never in question, but his fear of heights got the better of him not far into the initial descent into the saddle of the ridge.  He would later return to the 1900ft viewpoint with Nate.

Not long after Chris' departure, Laredo and I encountered the first significant challenge of the day: a long, steep drop that involved loose boulders.  I set a rope on the sturdiest boulder and began down after knocking loose the worst of the crumbly rock.  Near the bottom, the rope was a bit short, and I needed to trust a tree branch to get me all the way to the next piece of solid ground. Laredo would soon follow after knocking loose one more microwave-sized rock.

The day continued like that.  Narrow, crumbly rock sections with no room for fear or error.  A lot of the challenge was that the limited hikable surface was overgrown with vegetation of the not-so-helpful variety.  There were a few points where we could hang onto "trumpet" trees and swing around to the other side of the tree, but more often the branches were brittle and we had to work our way THROUGH the obstruction.  (The cuts on our forearms tell the tale.)  One memorable spot involved dropping off the rocky ridge onto a thick tree branch growing out of the Kahana side of the ridge—working your way along the branch—and then lowering yourself back onto firm ground.  (Reverse process on the return.)  In fact, Laredo commented that he was crawling more than hiking on this adventure.  You'll notice that I had no trouble titling the photos accordingly  :)

We encountered no "deal-breakers," though.  There were no climbs that were too steep, for instance.  Instead, the route was "consistently dangerous."  Lots of short, nasty ups and downs.  Furthermore, Laredo carried 50ft of rope while I carried over 200ft.  This made us more confident about our return, but in the end, I affixed only two ropes - the long one just mentioned and a shorter one just below the summit after free-climbing an eroded pitch.

We did find 3 or 4 cables along the ridge - all concentrated in an area not far after the low point in the saddle.  I believe these were likely Al and Charlotte's as they had made an attempt starting from Kualoa Ranch using a steep side ridge that climbs to the saddle that we were on.  (Brian and I used the side ridge as an emergency escape in '03 when it was 4pm and we were still an hour or so from the summit.)

These "found" cables were primarily attached at two points and used as horizontal guide wires to help you contour along narrow rocky outcroppings on the ridge.  Because of their age, they ranged from somewhat helpful to counter-productive. At one place, Laredo had to tunnel under/along an overhanging rock.  I had already crawled past this part....and it was then that Laredo discovered that the cable was no longer attached at the far end!  We found part of a rusted piton that had broken.  Glad I was not pulling on it!  
This discovery, combined with the apparent age of the cables, led us to avoid them as much as possible.  There was one cable that guided us past a puka rock  just prior to the section with the unattached cable. The top wall of this is puka is maybe the thickness of my waist.  On the way out, I unknowingly walked right over this puka!  I was very lucky that it did not break.

I was not so lucky, though, at one point just prior to the puka.  While edging along the side of one of those rocky outcroppings, I got overconfident about my footing....and continued along even though I knew I was in a bad spot to fall.  In an instant, my footing was gone, and I slid a good distance (20feet?) before friction and some vines(?) caught me.  (I admit to letting out a scream...but I thought for a second that I was a goner.)  Laredo raced to catch up with me and hopefully rope me back up, but I was able to edge my way further along (slipping a little further downhill in the process) to a spot where the pitch was gradual enough for me to pull my way back up to the ridgeline.

With a little more respect for the ridge, we pressed on, past the puka rock and the overhanging rock.  Soon we crossed another prominent narrow dike, and finessed our way up an eroded spot. This is where I left the second rope once I got up...and we could soon taste the summit.  Our hope was that Nate could get a photo of us on the summit from his vantage point at 1900ft, but as we got near our goal the clouds began to return.  

With 25ft of bundled rope held in my teeth, I sped up the final climb on all fours to beat the clouds.  Denied!  The clouds got there first.  But nevertheless, at 12:20pm I was 
standing on the top of the elusive peak!  A couple short minutes later and Laredo would be the first senior citizen to summit this mountain.  (Just teasing, buddy, but I still find your abilities remarkable...at any age!)  We celebrated accordingly, whooped out to Nate and Chris, and sat down for lunch in a flat area a couple feet below the highest point.  Just over 1600ft by our altimeters.  Not a high peak by any means, but a very cool one.  We marked the summit with three pink ribbons, called birthday boy Dave Webb in Oregon, and took a few pics in the clouds.

By 1:15pm we were still not able to see Nate at 1900ft, and we reluctantly decided to head back.  Of course—not 10 minutes after leaving the top—the clouds lifted.  Go figure.  Laredo and I reminded each other that we still had to play it cool to ensure a safe return, and did not let down our guard.  At least we knew what to expect, and had lots of rope if needed.  (It wasn't.)  Going back the weather was a little more agreeable for photos, and I would take several opportunities to film Laredo en route.

In an hour we were by the bail-out side ridge into Kualoa...not long after we were climbing the long rope we left behind, and by 4pm we were greeted by Nate and Chris at the 1900ft viewpoint.  We were all excited to safely re-group and we hung out for a while to rest, snack, and talk story about the climb.  Afterwards, we pushed a good pace back to Turnover, paused for a minute or so, then began down the trail to the cemetery.  The club route has never seemed so safe!  Just before 6pm we were back at the parking lot, thus ending an EXCITING 11-hour day on the trail.

Much thanks to my new climbing buddy Laredo.  I'm glad you were foolish enough to join me for this one.
Thanks to my trail clearing buddies Chris, August, and Tricia.  Trying to clear from Turnover to 1900ft and then summit in the same day is too time-consuming and exhausting. And perhaps most thanks should go to Nate for "calling me out" in the calendar.  


This peak had slipped off my "to do" list for several years once Brian moved away...but being known for something I failed at was just too much.  :)  Thanks for getting me motivated, Nate!  Can I hold my head up now?  ;)

IT TAKES A CERTAIN BREED

Gavin Terukina


Pete Clines and Laredo Muredo are but the latest in a long line of fearless climbers who have pushed the envelope since the founding of HTMC in 1910.

In 1911, Gilbert Grown and four other HTMC climbers summitted the  incredibly steep Iao Needle formation on Maui.  Unfortunately, there  was a bottle on top that contained the names of others who had  previously summitted, so they were not the first.

In the 1920's Tom Cadle (of Tom Tom fame) was the first to climb the  3rd peak of Olomana from the backside, a featprevious-ly thought to be undoable.

Dick Davis was the first to climb to the summit of Kanehoalani.  He also climbed from Kokee to Kalalau and to Waialeale.

Silver Piliwale pioneered a steep route from Maunawili to Konahuanui.  He also climbed from Kokee to Kalalau which was repeated a few years later by Herman Medieros and Charlie Nakamura.

Al Miller climbed an incredibly steep route from Milolii to Kokee—which was probably an old Hawaiian route.  He also climbed Kamaileunu  Ridge and continued on to Kawiwi, to No Name and then to Mount Kaala—a feat that has yet to be repeated.  Al Miller attempted True Manamana  but did not succeed.

Chuck Godek climbed all the steepest sections of the Koolau from  Moanalua Valley to Konahuanui. He also attempted True Manamana but did not succeed.

The feats achieved by these fearless men is what sets HTMC apart. The fact that Pete and Laredo summitted True Manamana in 2010—during HTMC's centennial—serves to highlight this long tradition.

Long live the spirit of HTMC! 
KAUNALA TO THE SEA! 

Editor

Thanks to the efforts of Kris Corliss and Larry Oswald, both members of HTMC, a new trail has been established connecting the inland Kaunala Trail to the coast on Oahu’s north shore. Kaunala, which begins near the Boy Scout Camp in Pupukea, (Hikers Guide to Oahu, page 249), is a 6-mile loop in the forested hills above Shark’s Cove. It is a regularly scheduled club hike, along with an unofficial second loop, mauka of the first.

In June 2007 the Hawaii State Department of Land and Natural Resources acquired 1,129 acres of forested land overlooking a famous stretch of surfing beaches including Pipeline and Sunset Beach. The 400-foot high bluff stretches a mile along the coast and slopes nearly a mile up to the Pupukea Paumalu Forest Reserve.  (For more details about this new acquisition, please see the following article). It was immediately clear to some members of the hiking community that this presented new opportunities. Since the mauka border of the new park reserve was just over a mile from the Kaunala trailhead, an intriguing possibility arose—connecting Kaunala to the sea. 

A reconnaissance trip into what was now the newly designated Pupukea Paumalu State Park Reserve, revealed a network of 4WD roads and trails, many of them maintained and marked by a dedicated group of mountain bikers, and used as well by equestrians and an occasional hiker. Since these trails were in good condition, and Kaunala receives regular maintenance, only about a mile of trail finding/building would be required to join the two. 

The effort to find a connection started with Kris and Larry, residents of Pupukea, who began exploring at the Kaunala end. Meanwhile, Jim Haas, also a Pupukea resident, and Richard McMahon, who lives near Kawela Bay, started searching from the seashore from Sunset Beach school. They were unsuccessful, and they shifted their attention to the Kaunala approach. Jim left for an extended trip to the Philippines, and Richard was joined by Fred Boll, of Mililani. After several scouting attempts, Fred and Richard achieved a connection between Kaunala and the trail system in the new park reserve, however they both recognized this connection was roundabout, confusing, and not a satisfactory one.

Meanwhile, Kris and Larry switched their efforts to finding a route from Sunset Beach school, and established a tenuous connection, which needed more exploration to confirm the route through a confusing area. On Sep 5 this year, the two parties combined forces. Retracing a route they had both explored independently, they reached the point which had confused both groups. While the others mulled over the maps, Larry scouted out an area that looked familiar to him from their previous trip, and found the overgrown 4WD road they had used, which proved to be the key connection. They were thus able to retrace their original route, establishing a clear, direct connection from Kaunala to the sea. 

Hopefully, club members will soon be hiking the new trail.

NEW PUPUKEA PAUMALU STATE PARK RESERVE

Editor

In August 2007, the State of Hawaii took possession of 1,104 acres of forested land on a bluff overlooking the north shore, and designated it a state park reserve. Overlooking some of the world’s most famous surfing beaches, including Pipeline and Sunset Beach, the property extends nearly a mile along the coast above the beach, and inland about a mile to the state forest reserve. It  ranges from the Kahuku border of Sunset Hills to the Haleiwa side of Paumalu Gulch, and contains the major portion of both the ahupuaa of Pupukea and Paumalu.

The parcel was originally purchased in 1974 by the Japan-based Obayashi Corporation, which intended to develop Lihi Lahi, a 315-lot rural residential project, including hiking and riding trails, camping areas, and facilities designed to benefit the local community. However, the reaction of the north shore community was immediate and negative, and after many years of failed negotiation, in 2002 Obayashi agreed to sell the property for a conservation use.

In June 2007, the Trust for Public Land purchased the land for $7.95 million, using funds donated from the following sources:

U. S. Army

            $3,344,445 * 

N. O. A. A
 

  1,978,955

State  DLNR
 

  1,000,000

C & C of Honolulu

  1,000,000

North Shore Comm Land Trust   626,600

* The U. S. Army, through its Compatible Use Buffer Program, also contributed major funding toward the purchase of Waimea Valley in 2006, and Moanalua Valley in 2007.

Upon completion of the sale, TPL transferred 1,104 acres to the State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources, State Parks Division. A contiguous 25-acre parcel (part of the Obayashi property), fronting Kamehameha Highway adjacent to Sunset Beach School, was transferred to the City and County of Honolulu Parks Department, reserving an easement to the state for access to the park reserve. State Park officials have stated that funds are not available for development of park facilities in the immediate future, but the reserve is open for hiking, mountain biking, and certain equestrian use. Motorized vehicles are not permitted, and camping is under study. 

An ironwood forest dominates most of the reserve, with numerous large patches of strawberry guava intruding. An abandoned nursery still hosts many live shrubs and trees, including royal palms, originally intended as landscaping items for the Obayashi development. There are no running streams, but Kaleleiki is intermittent, and Pakulena may run during heavy rain. Three interconnected jeep roads run through the property, and numerous trails exist, many of them marked and maintained by a dedicated group of mountain bikers, and used as well by equestrians and occasional hikers. Two pillbox complexes overlook the coast above Kam Highway, with extensive views .

Public access to the park reserve is limited. There is no vehicle entry except through Camp Pupukea, the Boy Scout camp, and this access is not open to the public. Access for hikers and mountain bikers is currently available from the end of Wilinau Road in the Sunset Hills subdivision in Pupukea, but this access may not continue, and parking is limited. Access from Sunset Beach school is open, but the steep, 20-minute climb up the bluff restricts this to hikers. Parking is very limited during school hours. A new access now exists via the Kaunala Trail (please see the previous article), and this route should improve with time.

Leading the way in planning for use of the park is the North Shore Community Land Trust, which played a prominent role in protecting the land from development, and the subsequent raising of funds for its purchase. The trust is not a government or commercial entity. It is a nonprofit organization composed of local residents that actively works to conserve land by undertaking or assisting in land or conservation easement acquisition, or by its stewardship of such land or easements. For more information about NSCLT and its activities, see their website : www.northshoreland.org. 
IN MEMORIAM


(The editor recently received the following letter from Nancy R. Alteri, 89 Taber Court, Frederica, DE 19946)
My sister, Judith Ramseyer, died on June 7, 2010 in a hospice house   in Honolulu.  She had been a longstanding member of the Hawaiian   Trail & Mountain Club.  She loved hiking in Hawaii and in other   parts of the world.  My husband and I hiked with her on Oahu, Kauai,  Maui and on the mainland.
 

Some comments from club members are shown below.

 

I remember Judy Ramseyer well. She usually hiked with Dora Cline, the mom of Geraldine Cline.The two of them would start with the HTMC group, hike in about an hour and then turn around. I always joked to Judy "See you later!" She invariably responded, "No way" or "Not today".—Stuart Ball

Many of us remember her as an avid hiker from the 1970s - 1990s. She always ambled along, friendly and steady. She enjoyed hiking with all her friends at HTMC and loved being away from the city. Her other passion was sailing, which she did frequently with other members of HTMC.—Jim Yuen

Judy Ramseyer hiked with HTMC around the time we did, and I used to catch rides to the hiking trailheads a lot with her.—Janice
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

ALONG THE TRAIL is a quarterly publication of the Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club designed to inform the membership of club activities and matters of interest to the hiking community. HTMC members and any other interested parties are welcome to submit articles to ALONG THE TRAIL. Submissions must be received by the 5th day of March, June, September, and December in order to appear in the newsletter published for the following quarter, and may be sent in any of the following ways (email preferred):

email:
richard27@hawaii.rr.com

Phone:
293-2554

Mail:
Richard McMahon


57-531 Kamehameha Hwy


Kahuku, HI 96731

CHECK OUT THE HTMC WEB PAGE

[http://htmclub.org]

MOVING? Our low-cost newsletter mailings are not forwarded by the post office, so don’t forget to send us your new address. Address changes can be emailed to htmcmembership@yahoo.com or sent by regular mail to HTMC, PO Box 2238,Honolulu, HI 96804


+ + + + +

Hawaiian Trail & Mountain Club

P.O. Box 2238

Honolulu, HI 96804

Clubhouse: 41-023 Puuone St

Waimanalo, HI 96795

Phone: 259-5443
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